
Matthew L.M. Fletcher is an Associate Professor at  Michigan State University College of Law and Director of the Indigenous 
Law and Policy Center. He also sits as an appellate judge for the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians, the Turtle Mountain 
Band of Chippewa Indians, and the Hoopa Valley Tribe, and is a consultant to the Seneca Nation of Indians Court of Appeals. 
Professor Fletcher is an enrolled member of the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians, located in 
Peshawbestown, Michigan.

Professor Fletcher will be co-author of the sixth edition of Cases on Federal Indian Law (Thomson West) with David Getches, 
Charles Wilkinson, and Robert Williams. He recently published American Indian Education: 
Counternarratives in Racism, Struggle, and the Law with Routledge. Professor Fletcher recently has 
published articles with Harvard Journal on Legislation, Houston Law Review, Hastings Law Journal, 
and Tulane Law Review. He is currently writing a book on the history of the Grand Traverse Band.

Professor Fletcher graduated from the University of Michigan Law School in 1997 and the University of 
Michigan in 1994. He has worked as a sta� attorney for four Indian Tribes – the Pascua Yaqui Tribe, 
the Hoopa Valley Tribe, the Suquamish Tribe, and the Grand Traverse Band. He has litigated over
 20 tribal court cases. He is married to Wenona Singel and they have a son named Owen.

David Cornsilk lives in Tulsa, Oklahoma and is a citizen of the Cherokee Nation and a member of the United 
Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians.  He has been active in the public life of his tribal nation for over 30 
years.  He has two children and one grandson. 

Cornsilk began his political activism in 1986 when he initiated a petition to divide Cherokee tribal territory 
into voting districts. Cornsilk also served on the Board of Directors of Native Americans for Clean Environ-
ment, which was instrumental in closing a nuclear power plant polluting Cherokee lands. In 1992, he and 
two other Cherokees started an independent tribal newspaper to cover the issues they felt the tribal govern-
ment newspaper wasignoring.  That newspaper, The Cherokee Observer, continues publication today in both hard 
copy and on the internet. In 1989, Cornsilk launched a campaign to gain passage of the federal Indian Arts and 
Crafts Act, time in Washington, DC lobbying for passage of the Act, which became law in Dec.1990.   In 2004 Cornsilk 
assisted a lesbian couple, both members of the Cherokee Nation, to marry under tribal law.

He has recently spoken at the Congressional Black Caucus Conference in Washington, DC, Dartmouth College, 
Newberry Library, Oklahoma University, University of San Francisco among others.  Cornsilk has worked for the 
Cherokee Nation in Tahlequah, Oklahoma and the BIA Branch of Acknowledgment in Washington, DC.  He is 
currently employed by Oklahoma State University College of Osteopathic Medicine.

          Born in Keshena, Wisconsin, Ada Deer is an activist and advocate for the Menominee Nation and Ameri 
          can Indian peoples. The �rst of her tribe to receive a Masters degree in any �eld, Deer was the �rst   
                         American Indian to receive a Bachelors from the University of Wisconsin-Madison (UW), and the �rst  
          American Indian to receive a Masters of Social Work from Columbia University. Deer’s lifetime of 
          accomplishments includes her work with Determination of Rights and Unity for Menominee 
          Shareholders (DRUMS) and the Menominee Restoration Committee – working to turn the Menominee
          Termination Act of 1954 into the Menominee Restoration Act of 1973. Deer was recruited to UW-
Madison to lecture in both Social Work and American Indian Studies in 1976.

In 1978, she became the �rst American Indian woman to run for Secretary of State in Wisconsin, running again 1982. Deer 
then became the �rst American Indian woman in Wisconsin to run for United States Congress, winning the Democratic 
Party’s nomination in 1992, without using political action campaign money. Deer was the �rst woman appointed Assistant 
Secretary for Indian A�airs and head of the Bureau of Indian A�airs in the Department of Interior under President Clinton 
(1993-1997). In 2000, Deer returned to UW-Madison to direct the American Indian Studies Program and continue leading 
groundbreaking lectures on American Indian issues and multiculturalism. Today, Deer is retired but not expired and 
continues her rolling agenda. She has received many distinguished awards, among them the Changemaker award from the 
Wisconsin Historical Society. Deer holds several honorary degrees including those from Dartmouth College, the Ohio State 
University, and the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 


