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With major differences in size, 
urban plans, and population 
density, the capitals of New World 
states had large heterogeneous 
societies, sometimes multiethnic 
and highly specialized, making 
these cities amazing backdrops for 
complex interactions. What do their 
houses tell us about specialization, 
ethnicity, and hierarchy? This book 
explores these issues, reviewing 
case studies from Mesoamerica 
(such as Teotihuacan, Monte Albán, 
Xochicalco, Tula, Sayil, Chac, Tikal, 
and Copan) and South America 
(such as Tiwanaku, Huacas de 
Moche, Huari, Chan Chan, and 
Cuzco).
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