Stunde 2

Aussprache
Probe 1: Lange und kurze Vokale

German vowels are usually pure, i.e. unlike many English vowels, they do not glide off into another vowel (the way the o in boat glides from o to u, or the way the a in gate glides from a to e). Repeat the models given by your instructor:

langes a
habe, Vater, fahren, Jahr, paar, Staat

kurzes a
Anna, gespannt, fast

langes e
gehe, Lehrer, sehr, Idee, Schnee
kurzes e
essen, kennen

langes i
die, hier, ihr, Island

kurzes i
bitte, sind

langes o
oder, Sohn, wohnen, Boot

kurzes o
Bonn, toll, Socke

langes u
Bruder, du, Schuhe

kurzes u
uns, Mund, Mutter
Rules you don't have to learn but might find interesting:

· Double vowels are always long: Staat, Boot, die
· h makes vowels long: Jahr, sehr, wohnen, Schuh
· Vowels before double consonants are short: gespannt, kennen, bitte, Bonn, toll, Mutter, sind, fast, uns, Mund
· BUT: Vowels before ch can be long: Buch, Sprache
· These only apply within syllables: Is•land has a long i despite the sl; ge•habt has a short e despite the h
Probe 2: Unbetontes -e: 

Unstressed -e occurs mainly in prefixes and suffixes. It sounds like the English a in sofa.

fahren
geschrieben

tolle
Gedichte
beschreiben
besuchen

gewonnen
geschwommen

