
òAfrica to 1850ó 

 

Professor Butch Ware 
rudyware@umich.edu 

Africa, the origin of civilization?  Africa, the dark continent? 
Africa, land of exploitation, slavery, and empire? Africa, land of knowledge and culture? 
The truth about Africanõs history has been hidden from you all your life.  Unlearn the  
stereotypes.  The world as we know it has been profoundly shaped by Africans.   
Shouldnõt you know something about it? 
 

This course is a survey course of African history from earliest times until the middle of the  
nineteenth century.  We will focus our attention on the following themes: 
 

¶ The Development of Social Complexity 
¶ African Political Cultures 
¶ Religion (African Traditional Religions, Islam, and Christianity) 
¶ Transformations in Gender Relations 
¶ Slavery and the Slave Trades  
¶ Increasing European Encroachment  and the Rise of Colonialism in Africa 
¶ African history beyond the continent: The Making of African Diasporas 

 

Tues/Thur 
10:00-11:30 
1300 Chem 
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