
The United States, 
1900-1945 

 

 

This course studies the history of American society, politics, and culture over roughly the 

first half of the twentieth century.  A brief look backward will reveal how the country’s new 

industrial potential, continental scope, and global ambitions—along with its economic 

disabilities, social divisions, and deep fault-lines of power—were all revealed in the 

tumultuous 1890s.  Then the course commences a study of how the contours of “modern 

America” took shape in the following decades, amid a force field of class conflict; women’s 

activism; two world wars; innovations in commerce, media, and art; sexual revolutions; 

economic catastrophe and revival; social reform; and the beginnings of potent campaigns for 

racial equality. Changes occurred in American experience during these years as 

transformative as any in the nation’s past.  We will examine them via primary documents, 

recent historical literature, and artifacts of sight and sound—particularly the movies and 

popular music from ragtime to the eve of R&B. 
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Come learn about the most fascinating time in U.S. History! 


