Spring 2009 * History 240.001

Interested in knowing how the current world system emerged?
Want to know more about other possibilities that existed in the past
--and that may appear in the future? How about understanding the
roots of fundamental human identities, political systems, and
economic patterns? Unlike most history courses, which focus nar-
rowly on a particular period and area, this class offers students a
rare chance to think big -- to seek broad patterns and connections
that extend across space and through time. We will explore the
last 500 years of world history, highlighting major trends and
transnational developments. "The World Since 1492" stresses
wider patterns characterizing human societies in different parts of
the world and considers encounters and exchanges within,
between, and among different societies and cultures around the
globe.

**There are no prerequisites, intended for all undergraduates.

Counts for R & E, LSA social-science distribution credit, and meets
pre-1800 and transregional requirements in History.

Professor Douglas Northrop
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