














and of Jewish and social solidarity. The
heyday of Social Zionism was in the
1950s and 1960s, after which it declined
in power and influence. The last two
decades in Israel ushered the ideas and
practices of free market Capitalism,
which eventually brought the
dismantling of the Israel welfare system
and unprecedented social disparity
between rich and poor. Along the way,
Israelis were losing a sense of solidarity
and sensitivity to issues of social justice.

This is why the current grass-root
campaign for social justice surprised so

many people. It seemed to spring out of
nowhere, building and uniting disparate
sections of society. However, one can
easily see that the mostly young people
who demonstrate and build tents in Tel
Aviv and elsewhere, continue, in some
ways, old Jewish traditions that go back
both to Labor Zionism and to Yiddishist
movements like the Bund.

Admittedly, it is impossible to tell where
the current wave of protest is going

and whether it will bring significant
changes in the political and economic
area. But it seems to me that the social

movement that began with Rothschild
Blvd. tent camp is significant regardless
of the immediate political outcome,
because it has already changed Israeli
discourse: the language people are

using, the vocabulary and the way of
thinking. More than everything else, this
is a revolution of consciousness, one in
which even a speech, or a demonstration
poster in Yiddish are not out of place.

(Endnotes)

1 Yiddish for “The People Demand Social
Justice,” the most prominent slogan of the protest
movement during the summer of 2011 in Israel.
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Stay in touch! Join us on Facebook for our latest news and events or download our colloquia free from iTunes U.




