










FACULTY:
Gabriele Boccaccini, professor of Second 
Temple Judaism, spent an intensive 
summer in Italy and Israel. In May he 
offered two seminars in the doctoral 
program at the University of Rome: “La 
Sapienza” on “The Historical Jesus” and 
“Paul and Judaism.” In June, he chaired 
the Sixth Enoch Seminar in Milan. The 
meeting, which attracted more than 80 
scholars from 20 countries, was devoted 
to the study of two first-century Jewish 
apocalyptic texts—2 Baruch and 4 Ezra. 
A session of the conference was held at 
the Ambrosian Library, where the only 
extant manuscript of 2 Baruch is preserved. 
The Frankel Center sent four of its PhD 
students to attend the meeting and serve as 
secretaries—Jason Zurawski, Isaac Oliver, 
Deborah Forger, and Rodney Caruthers. 
In July, Boccaccini led a one-week seminar 
on Christian Origins with Enrico Norelli 
of the University of Geneva, Switzerland. 
In August he accompanied a group of the 
Italian Biblical Association to a two-week 
visit of archaeological sites in Israel.

Sara Blair has been awarded an ACLS 
fellowship for 2012, in pursuit of the 
project “The View from Below: Imaging 
Modernity and the Lower East Side.”   
She was also appointed last winter to t 
he Editorial Board of the American 
Literature and Culture Series at Cambridge 
University Press. This fall, she begins a 
three-year term as Associate Dean for 
Academic Programs at the Rackham 
Graduate School.  

AFFILIATES:
Elliot H. Gertel presented a program at 
the Association of Jewish Libraries’ annual 
conference in Montreal in June entitled 
“Kalman at the Bat: A Webliography of 
Jews in Baseball.”  In addition, he chaired 
a session at the same conference on “The 
(Archival) Gloves Are Off! New Digital 
Platforms for Montreal Jewish History” 

including the Canadian Jewish Heritage 
Network, Interactive Jewish Montreal 
Museum, and Jewish General Hospital 
Archives. Gertel also coordinated and 
moderated at the American Library 
Association Annual Conference on June 
26th in New Orleans.  The title of this joint 
ALA/AJL (Association of Jewish Libraries) 
program was “Gathering the Storm: 
Katrina’s Jewish Voices and the Significance 
of Oral History Collection.”
 

In May of this year, Frankel Center 
Associates Caroline Helton and Paul 
Schonfeld travelled with their colleagues 
from the School of Music, Theatre & Dance 
to perform a concert entitled “Voices of 
the Holocaust” at New York’s Museum 
of Jewish Heritage. Caroline Helton, 
soprano, and pianist Dr. Kathryn Goodson 
performed solo vocal repertoire by Jewish 
composers Kurt Weill, Robert Kahn, Erich 
Korngold and Vittorio Rieti on the first half 
of the program. (Prof. Helton is a member 
of the Voice faculty and Dr. Goodson is 
a member of the accompanying staff of 
the School of Music, Theatre & Dance.) 
The second half of the program featured 
the New York premiere of Ghetto Songs, a 
chamber work by University of Michigan 
composer Paul Schoenfield. Ghetto Songs, 
set to poetry by the beloved Yiddish poet 
Mordechai Gebirtig, were performed by 
Helton and Stephen West, baritone, with 
the composer at the piano and Chad 
Burrow playing clarinet, Andrew Jennings 
on violin, DMA student Pia Greiner 
playing cello, and Diana Gannett on double 
bass. The performance took place in the 
Edmond J. Safra Hall and was warmly 
received by the audience, which included 
Holocaust survivors and Yiddish speakers. 
This project was generously underwritten 

by the Office of the Vice President for 
Research, the School of Music, Theatre 
& Dance, the Frankel Center for Judaic 
Studies, and the Senior Vice Provost for 
Academic Affairs.

FRANKEL INSTITUTE FELLOWS:
Marc Caplan (Johns Hopkins University, 
2010-2011 fellow) published How Strange 
the Change: Language, Temporality, and 
Narrative Form in Peripheral Modernisms 
(Stanford University Press, 2011).

Hana Wirth-Nesher (Tel Aviv 
University, 2010-2011 fellow) and Avram 
Novershtern (Hebrew University, 2010-
2011 fellow) received a major three-year 
grant from the Rothschild Foundation to 
develop an M.A. Yiddish Studies program 
that is interuniversity: Tel Aviv University, 
Hebrew University, and Ben Gurion 
University. Its hub and center will be the 
Goldreich Family Institute for Yiddish 
Language, Literature, and Culture. Wirth-
Nesher also welcomed her first grandchild, 
Adam, on July 4th. Mazel Tov!

Kalman Weiser published Jewish People, 
Yiddish Nation (University of Toronto 
Press, 2011). 
 
Oded Zehavi has been promoted to full 
professor at University of Haifa.

STUDENTS:
Moshe Kornfeld was awarded the Berman 
Foundation Dissertation fellowship in 
Support of Research in the Social Scientific 
Study of the Contemporary American 
Jewish Community to facilitate his 
continuing dissertation research.  

Sara Halpern will intern at The United 
States Holocaust Memorial Museum. 
 
Nick and Sara Block welcomed  Avraham 
Aryeh Block into their family. 
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Mazel Tov!

and of Jewish and social solidarity. The 
heyday of Social Zionism was in the 
1950s and 1960s, after which it declined 
in power and influence. The last two 
decades in Israel ushered the ideas and 
practices of free market Capitalism, 
which eventually brought the 
dismantling of the Israel welfare system 
and unprecedented social disparity 
between rich and poor. Along the way, 
Israelis were losing a sense of solidarity 
and sensitivity to issues of social justice. 

This is why the current grass-root 
campaign for social justice surprised so 

many people. It seemed to spring out of 
nowhere, building and uniting disparate 
sections of society. However, one can 
easily see that the mostly young people 
who demonstrate and build tents in Tel 
Aviv and elsewhere, continue, in some 
ways, old Jewish traditions that go back 
both to Labor Zionism and to Yiddishist 
movements like the Bund. 

Admittedly, it is impossible to tell where 
the current wave of protest is going 
and whether it will bring significant 
changes in the political and economic 
area. But it seems to me that the social 

movement that began with Rothschild 
Blvd. tent camp is significant regardless 
of the immediate political outcome, 
because it has already changed Israeli 
discourse: the language people are 
using, the vocabulary and the way of 
thinking. More than everything else, this 
is a revolution of consciousness, one in 
which even a speech, or a demonstration 
poster in Yiddish are not out of place. 

(Endnotes)

1	  Yiddish for “The People Demand Social 
Justice,” the most prominent slogan of the protest 
movement during the summer of 2011 in Israel. 
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SAVE THE DATE

“Jewish Political Behavior in Europe, Israel, 
and the United States” 

Thurs., Nov. 10, & Fri., Nov. 11, 2011, 8:45am – 5:30pm 
911 North University, Michigan League, Koessler Room

 
The symposium explores aspects of Jews’ political experience in East-
ern Europe, the United States, Israel, and in the international arena. 
Among the topics to be analyzed are Zionism in Eastern Europe, Jew-
ish radicalism, Arab-Jewish relations in Israel, the anomalies of Jewish 

voting in the United States, and Jews as actors in world politics. 

Visit www.lsa.umich.edu/judaic/ or find us on Facebook. 
JudaicStudies@umich.edu   734/763-9047
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Stay in touch! Join us on Facebook for our latest news and events or download our colloquia free from iTunes U. 


