
 

Acrisio Pires 
 

Reference Citation in Assignments and Papers 
 
When you refer in your text to information drawn from another source, use within the text the 
standard format for citation: 
 
Author's last name (year:pages) 
E.g. Gleitman & Newport (1984) 
Gleitman et al. (1977:1-2) 
 
Source pages as above are useful but optional. 
 
If you use readings I assigned/mentioned in the syllabus, this should be enough. For other 
relevant readings, add the complete reference at the end of your answer, in a separate list, in the 
formats below. 
 
For books use this format: 
 
Author's last name, Author first name or initial. (ed. – for editors of collections of papers). Year. 
Title. Place of publication: Publisher, Pages.  
 
E.g. 
Chomsky, N. 1986. Knowledge of Language. New York: Praeger, 1-20. 
 
Gleitman L. R. & M. Liberman, eds. 1995a. Language: An Invitation to Cognitive Science, 

Second Edition. Vol. 1. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. 
 
For book chapters use this format: 
 
Gleitman, Lila R. and Elissa L. Newport The Invention of Language by Children: Environmental 
and Biological Influences on the Acquisition of Language. In An Invitation to Cognitive Science: 
Volume 1: Language, ed. Lila R. Gleitman & Mark Liberman. Cambridge, Mass. MIT Press, 
1995, 1-24. 
 
For Journal Papers use this format: 
 
Martin, R. 2001. Null Case and the distribution of PRO. Linguistic Inquiry 32:141-66. 


