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Recommended General Introductions to the Area: 
 For a brief review: 
 Barrett, Justin L. 2000. Exploring the Natural Foundations of Religion. Trends in 
Cognitive Sciences, 4: 29-34. 
 
 For a more comprehensive overview written for a general audience: 
 Boyer, Pascal. 2001 Religion Explained: The Evolutionary Origins of Religious 
Thought.  New York: Basic Books. 
 
Important Recent Books in the Cognitive Science of Religion: 
 Andresen, J. (Ed.). 2000. Religion in Mind: Cognitive Perspectives on Religious 
Belief, Ritual and Experience. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  
 Atran, Scott. 2002. In Gods We Trust: The Evolutionary Landscape of Religion.  
Oxford University Press. 
 Boyer, Pascal. 2001 Religion Explained: The Evolutionary Origins of Religious 
Thought.  New York: Basic Books. 
 McCauley, Robert N. & Lawson, E. Thomas 2002. Bringing Ritual to Mind: 
Psychological Foundations of Cultural Forms.  Cambridge University Press. 
 Pyysiäinen, Ilkka. 2001. How Religion Works: Towards a New Cognitive Science of 
Religion. 
 Pyysiainen, I. & Antonnen, V. (Eds.). 2002. Current approaches in the Cognitive 
Science of Religion. London: Continuum. 
 Whitehouse, Harvey. 2000. Arguments and Icons: The Cognitive, Social, and 
Historical Implications of Divergent Modes of Religiosity. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press. 
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