MEMS Courselist

Winter 2007
(NE/Lang) AAPTIS 112 / 512 Classical Arabic II / Romanov

(NE) AAPTIS 262 Introduction to Islam / Jackson
This course provides a comprehensive introduction to Islam as a religious tradition. After examining the fundamental sources of Islam, particularly the Qur'an and the reports about the activities and sayings of the Prophet Muhammad, we will discuss how these foundations gave rise to the beliefs and practices of Muslims and to an Islamic civilization with spectacular achievements in such areas as law, theology, science, philosophy, and mysticism. Our emphasis will be on the first thousand years of Islam, but modern and recent developments will be covered.

(NE/LIT) AAPTIS 462 The Rise of Islam/ Bonner
This course provides an intensive introduction to the history of the rise of Islam. The period covered is roughly 500-950 CE.

It covers: the Near Eastern and Mediterranean world in late antiquity; Arabia before Islam; the life of Muhammad and the earliest Muslim community; the early Islamic conquests in the Near East, Central Asia, North Africa, and Spain; the Caliphate as a political structure; the emerging systems of Islamic theology and law; and the astonishingly rapid growth and flourishing of a new, Islamic civilization throughout much of the Old World. 

Major themes include: contact and conflict between urban and nomadic populations; political and sectarian divisions; relations among the various religions and peoples; travel and commerce; new forms in literature, architecture and other areas. Much of the reading consists of original sources translated from the Arabic. The great world history of al-Tabari (839-923) provides a constant point of reference, as look back at these events from al-Tabari’s perspective.

(NE/HS) AAPTIS 465 Islamic Mystics / Knysh

Beginning with the Qur'anic origins of Islamic mysticism and its early Christian and ascetic influences, this course will explore the central teachings and institutional forms of Sufism, a stream of Islam which stresses the esoteric (mystical) dimensions of religious faith. It will reflect upon the inward quest and devotions of Muslim mystics (Sufis) as these have been lived and expressed in art, theology, literature, and fellowship since the 8th century CE up to the present. Concepts of the self, divine love, self-perfection, the mystical path with its states and stages, and mystical knowledge will be introduced through a study of key philosophical and didactical treatises of Sufism as well as specimens from its rich tradition of ecstatic mystical poetry.
(NE/HS) AAPTIS 467 Shi’ism / Babayan
The course surveys the history of diverse Alid movements from the assassination of Ali (d.661) to the crystallization of Shi'ism into distinct political, legal and theological schools (Twelver, Isma'ili, Zaydi), and ends with the establishment of Twelver Shi'ism as an imperial religion in Safavi Iran (1501-1722). Emphasis on the debate over authority in Islam.

(NE) AAPTIS 468 Islamic Law / Jackson
This course will introduce students to classical Islamic legal theory and some applications of positive law in the Sunni tradition. After a brief review of the seminal controversies that defined the "formative period," and the development of Islamic legal theory, we will examine the interpretive modus operandi of the full-blown schools of law in the "post-formative" era. This will include an examination of such key issues as ijtihad versus taqlid, the madhhab (or school of law), the legal responsum (fatwa), legal ecclecticism, and the issue of legal change, stasis and borrowing. This will be carried out via a general overview of a number of areas of positive law, e.g., marriage, divorce, abortion, child custody and legal procedure. The course will conclude with a look at developments in Islamic legal thinking in modern times, including an examination of some legal responsa (in translation) to some important modern controversies and a few samples of jurisprudential writings of Muslim scholars in the East and West.
(NE/LIT) AAPTIS 475 Rumi and the Great Persian Mystical Poets / Windfuhr

The 13th-century Persian poet Jalaloddin Rumi was the leading figure in Persian mystical poetry, who fundamentally influenced Persian writing poets and authors from the regions of the Ottoman Empire to the Indian subcontinent and Central Asia, and through literary and mystic circles thoroughly shaped and continues to shape the spiritual aspects of the Persianate world, and the Islamic world at large, to this day. While Rumi was always well known in western spiritual circles, recent translations and studies of Rumi and his fellow mystical poets, particularly in English, have led to a phenomenal increase in public interest in them, to a degree that Rumi has become a top seller in America, which includes not only books but also a large variety of other mediums, and spiritual workshops. This course is an introduction to the Classical Persian mystical poets through translations. We will read selections from Rumi, Rabe'e, Mahsati, Sana'i, Attar, Hafez, and Jami, and place each of them in the context of their own time and place. Through close readings and explication, we will learn to appreciate their poetic art and imagery. Students with knowledge of Persian will study the texts in the original. At the same time, students will be introduced to major tenets of Sufism as reflected in the visions of these Persian poets, and their role in society.
(NE/LIT) AAPTIS 488 History of Arab Literature / Legassick
The texts for this course will be materials in English translation. Introductory lectures will briefly describe the essential features of the Arabic language and the cultural and geographic area to which it gives expression. Readings and discussions will progress in chronological order from pre-Islamic to modern times. The odes of the poets of pre-Islamic Arabia and their roles in their society will be discussed. The fables of Bidpai, translated from Persian by Ibn al-Muqaffa as the moralistic and didactic tales of Kalila and Dimna, will be seen to mark the introduction of prose in Arabic. The Qur'an and the biographical literature relating to the life and personality of the Prophet Muhammad will be examined in detail. Excerpts from both the poetry and the prose of the classical period, including reference to the early Arab geographers and scientists, will illustrate the intellectual vitality and values of Arab-Islamic civilization. The Arabian Nights, although introduced into popular Arabic culture towards the end of the Baghdad caliphate from eastern origins, will be seen to exemplify many aspects of Arabic culture over extended periods of time and diversity of location. The contact and clash between Arab and Western cultures since the early 19th century will be seen to have given rise to new forms of literary expression in contemporary Arabic literature.

(NE/LIT) AAPTIS 568 Classical Arabic Poetry / Knysh
This course will examine of the evolution of classical Arabic poetry and belles-lettres from their inception in pre-Islamic Arabia through their blossoming in the “golden age” of Islamic culture (ninth-tenth centuries) and until the dawning of the modern epoch. Unlike the previous re-incarnations of this course, the focus will be on the poetry and belles-lettres from post-classical epoch, including texts composed in the vernacular. Presentations and discussions will be conducted in both Arabic and English. Some basic background information about the texts and authors will be provided in order to place them in a meaningful historical and cultural context.
(NE/LIT/HS) AAPTIS 584 Persianate History through Political and Cultural Texts / Babayan

The object of the course is to familiarize students of Iranian and Turkic history with a variety of genres of writings emanating from their shared Persianate cultural spheres. Geographically, it shall scrutinize 'texts' from Anatolia, Iraq, Iran, Central Asia and India, those very lands in which Persian became the hegemonic language of politics and literature in the medieval and early modern ages (11-17th centuries). It analyses mediums through which the Persian language became the vehicle for continuity of Pre-Islamic Indo-Iranian conceptions of history, cosmos, kingship, spirituality, and social stratification. The choice demonstrates how the Islamic synthesis between Arab, Persian, and Turko-Mongol traditions are objectified in these particular genres. The following genres shall be studied: court chronicles, 'Mirrors of princes,' biographies of poets, hagiographies, local histories, religious poetry, disputations and epics, chancellery documents, such as land grants, firmans and diplomatic correspondence. Some readings shall be from manuscripts to introduce the student to paleography. Secondary scholarship will be assigned to place the texts within their wider historical contexts.

(AS) ASIAN 152 Introduction to Japanese Civilization / Fukuoka
Designed primarily for freshmen and sophomores, the course focuses on a few recurrent concerns in the Japanese tradition from the earliest times to the present. Topics to be considered include man and nature, language and culture, the individual and the state, men and women, and death and transcendence. Readings in mythology and representative works of the literature and religious texts.
(AS) ASIAN 220 Introduction to Asian Religions / Pranke
This course is an introduction to the study of Asian religions. We will consider representative material drawn from some of the major Asian traditions (Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, Shinto, etc.), from ancient times down to the present day. The course, however, is not intended to be a comprehensive or systematic survey; rather than aiming at breadth, the course is designed around major conceptual themes, such as ritual, death, image veneration, mysticism, meditation, ancestor worship, religious violence, and so on. The overarching emphasis throughout the course will be on the hermeneutic difficulties attendant upon the study of religion in general, and Asian religious traditions in particular. 
(AS) ASIAN 260 Introduction to Chinese Civilization / Elstein
(AS)Asian/HistArt/Phil/RCHum 265: Arts and Letters of China / Baxter, Brown, Lam, Lin, Liu, Nornes, Powers, Robson and Rolston

This interdisciplinary and multimedia course is taught jointly by faculty specialists in Chinese philosophy, religion, cultural history, history of art, drama, literature, and visual culture. It is not a survey course. Instead the main task will be the sustained and critical study of a number of significant and representative works in order to present some major themes and art forms of the distinct and complex civilizations of China. In spite of inner tensions, this is a cultural tradition that can be seen as a highly integrated system composed of mutually reinforcing parts, making such an interdisciplinary and multimedia approach particularly effective. Toward the end of the term we will observe the system's collapse as it struggles to adapt to the modern world, and consider how our themes continue, persist, or change. Background lectures on language and early culture will be followed by topics and readings that include: “Confucianism” (Confucius and Mencius), “Daoism” (Laozi and Zhuangzi), the art of argumentation; themes in Chinese religiosity, Chan (Zen) Buddhism; lyricism and visual experience in poetry and painting; music; traditional storyteller tales; poetic-musical theater; modern fiction and culture; and Chinese film.
(AS/LAN) ASIANLAN 410 Literary Chinese II / Rolston
For more than three thousand years, down to the early 20th century, the vast majority of Chinese texts were written in Literary Chinese (wenyanwen). Literary Chinese also served for many centuries as the international written language for the countries of East Asia. Literature in Literary Chinese is an important part of the cultural heritage of all humankind. This course is designed to serve the needs of both undergraduate and graduate students, of both specialists (and would-be specialists) and those who are just curious about the Chinese literary heritage. Reading materials for AL 410 include a textbook, supplemented by occasional handouts. Students will be introduced to many famous works of Chinese literature, such as have been memorized and chanted by Chinese down through the ages. This course is a continuation of AL 409 but students with three years of modern Chinese or the equivalent can consider contacting the instructor about permission to join the course.
(AS/LAN) ASIANLAN 466 First-year Classical Tibetan II/ Sparham
This course is an introduction to the alphabet, grammar, and syntax of Classical Tibetan. 
(AS/LIT) ASIAN 536 Traditional Chinese Fiction / Rolston
(AS/LIT) ASIAN 551 Classical Japanese Prose / Ramirez-Christensen
(EC/HS) CLCIV 381 Witchcraft / Collins
This course explores witchcraft as a cultural phenomenon. We examine witchcraft from several cross-cultural perspectives, trace the development of witchcraft and the witch stereotype in history, literature, and art from classical antiquity, through the middle ages, to the early modern period in Europe and America.

(EC/HS) CLCIV 472 Introduction to Roman Law / Frier

This course introduces the Roman legal system, and more generally the process and history of legal thinking as it was first developed by the Romans. The course concentrates on the Roman law that concerns wrongs done by one person to another, as a result of which the victim can sue the wrongdoer for damages; in Roman law these are called "delicts" (similar to our torts). Teaching is mainly by the case law method used in law schools.
(EC/LANG) ENGLISH 308 History of the English Language / Toon
(EC/LIT) ENGLISH / MEMS 367 Shakespeare Plays / Worthen
This course will consider Shakespeare’s plays from a range of perspectives: in the context of early modern literary and cultural history; as documents in the history of ideology, notably the ideologies of identity; and as designs animating dramatic performance in the early-modern theater, in subsequent theaters, and (glancingly) in a range of media today. We will develop a series of key terms for the analysis of drama, and consider how the plays conceive Shakespeare's theater as a site of theoretical inquiry. The course will be paced at roughly one play per week, in addition to a substantial critical/theoretical reading that will mark the point of departure for our discussion of the play. Plays to be chosen from the range of Shakespeare's career, and will include early and late comedies, a history cycle, several major tragedies and romances.
(EC/LIT) ENGLISH / MEMS 368 Revenge Plays from Kyd to Webster / Mullaney
A study of major dramatic works from the revenge tradition that flourished on the Elizabethan and Jacobean stage and included many of the most popular plays of the period. We will read plays by a number of Shakespeare’s contemporaries and a select few Shakespearean plays which will highlight the energetic dialogue between playwrights and acting companies of the period. Designed along the lines of ENGLISH 367, this course can be taken either as a sequel or as an alternative to ENGLISH 367. Plays will be read intensively as theatrical and literary works, and also will be considered in relation to complex social and political issues of the period. Among the plays likely to be studied: The Spanish Tragedy, The Jew of Malta, Titus Andronicus, Hamlet, The Revenger’s Tragedy, The Changeling, The Duchess of Malfi.
(EC/LIT) ENGLISH 370.001 Studies in Medieval and Renaissance Literature: Masterworks of Middle Ages & Renaissance / Bauland

This course will be an intensive study of some representative masterworks of the Middle Ages and Renaissance in England. While dealing with these texts analytically, we will also explore them in their historical, social, political and cultural contexts. Readings will include a substantial selection from Chaucer's Canterbury Tales [in Middle English; learn to read it and dazzle your friends], Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, some medieval plays, Marlowe's Doctor Faustus, a selection of Renaissance lyric poetry [e.g., Spenser, Shakespeare, Donne, Herbert, Marvell], and a Jacobean play by Jonson or Webster. We may throw in a play by Shakespeare, depending on the class's familiarity with his canon.
(EC/LIT) ENGLISH 370.002 Studies in Medieval and Renaissance Literature: Early English Poetics / Smith

This course doubles as a survey of the best medieval and early Renaissance poetry in English and an investigation of poetic form. Our immediate focus will be on style, on the craft of poetry. Diction, syntax, line-shaping, sound, and meter will be our windows into matters of character and theme. After a brief survey of prose authors to 1600 (to include Margery Kempe, Juliana of Norwich, and several Elizabethan stylists), we will concentrate on Beowulf and other Old English verse, and works by Chaucer, Langland, Spenser, and Shakespeare. At every stage, we will compare our early works with selections from those beyond our period. Our readings will be organized by verse form as well as by chronology, so as to gain an understanding of the history of our native four-beat meter (from Beowulf to hiphop), accentual-syllabic couplets (Chaucer through Browning), blank verse, and stanza forms ranging from song quatrains to sonnets. Readings typically will be brief, but students should come prepared to engage in poetic analysis and to read Chaucer and Langland in their Middle English originals. Students willing to read closely and slowly can hope to attain an accurate appreciation of the artistry of early English poetry.
(EC/LIT) ENGLISH 370.003 Studies in Medieval and Renaissance Literature: Drama of Community and Conflict (Honors) / Mullaney

This course will examine the Medieval and Renaissance theatrical traditions in England, studying religious and secular plays, the social and historical contexts that produced them, and the conditions under which they were initially performed. Corpus Christi plays, based on Biblical narratives, were performed throughout the city streets, weaving through the communities they at once entertained and produced with their performances; morality plays, where the best actor in a small company played the villain or Vice character, traveled from town to town; Elizabethan popular drama of the Renaissance, by contrast, was challenged by civic authorities and established itself outside of their legal reach, on the margins of London and its jurisdiction. We will examine this rich tradition (or set of traditions) as literary texts and theatrical works of performance, seeking to understand how they reinforced or challenged the presumed norms of their own times through the medium of play and virtual reality.
(EC/LIT) ENGLISH 371.001 Studies in Literature, 1600-1830 / Abbas
A course which ranges widely (by genre or theme) over literature in English 1660-1830.
(EC/LIT) ENGLISH 371.002 Studies in Literature, 1600-1830 / Williams
This course considers literature written within the context of one of the most turbulent and fertile stretches of Western cultural development, as individuals and communities attempted to define their identity in terms of religious commitment, the human ability to reason, the human ability to feel, or nation. Authors whom we shall read include Defoe (Roxana), Dryden, Pope, Swift, Voltaire, Blake, Rousseau, Wordsworth, Shelley, Austen, Tennyson, Whitman, and Douglas. An especially exciting feature of this class will be the chance to note the emergence of American voice(s) within the cacophony and euphony of works written in English. 

(EC/LIT) ENGLISH 371.003 Studies in Literature, 1600-1830 / Faller
The historical period to be covered in this course ranges, approximately, from the restoration of the English monarchy in 1660 with the coronation of Charles II to the departure from office in 1742 of Robert Walpole, England’s first modern prime minister. The syllabus will include plays (some of the best English comedies date to this period), poetry (the greatest poets between Milton and Wordsworth are Dryden and Pope), and some longer prose narratives that anticipate but are not quite novels. Our readings will represent and engage with — often ironize, caricature, and satirize — a number of contemporary cultural concerns: the rise of a bourgeois or at least “middling class” sensibility, the aspirations and emerging voices of women, the social and political roles of writers, the growing awareness of and increasing curiosity about multiple worlds beyond Europe. They will also document, in various ways, the development of peculiarly modern (and definitely non-Romantic!) modes of subjectivity and self-presentation. Authors to be read will include John Dryden, George Etherege, Aphra Behn, William Wycherly, Thomas Otway, Daniel Defoe, Jonathan Swift, John Gay, Alexander Pope, Penelope Aubin, George Lillo, Mary Wortley Montagu, and Eliza Haywood.
(EC/LIT) ENGLISH 401 / Religion 481 The English Bible I / Williams
The Bible is a book, a text: it is also a collection of texts of the most astonishing variety and range. Our first task will be to try to understand these works in terms both of form and content and then of the circumstances which occasioned and shaped them. We will also study how the Bible came to have its present form(s), and consider its transmission as text and as cultural influence. Students will be encouraged to study especially the literary influences of the Bible in authors of interest to them. The particular readings will be influenced by class needs: we shall surely include Genesis, Exodus, Job, the Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Isiah, Hosea, Mark, The Acts of the Apostles, Romans, and the Apocalypse.
(EC/LIT) ENGLISH 407 / 501 Old English / Toon

After a brief review of the fundamentals, we will begin to translate a number of ancient and fascinating Old English poems.
(EC/LIT) ENGLISH 465 Chaucer / Sanok
This class is an introduction to the work of the most influential literary figure of the English Middle Ages, Geoffrey Chaucer, and it focuses on his major work, the Canterbury Tales, a complex exploration of late medieval literary traditions and the communities and institutions with which they were affiliated. Embracing narratives about politics and social class, sex and marriage, religious practices and differences, women's status, and more, the Canterbury Tales helped to establish literature as an important forum for thinking about social life at the beginning of the English literary tradition. After learning to read and pronounce Chaucer's Middle English, we will proceed to a close analysis of the tales, attending to the literary and the historical contexts they engage.

(EC/LIT) ENGLISH 467 Shakespeare and Film / Hodgdon

This course explores “Shakespeare and film,” concentrating on the ranges of meaning provoked by the conjunction. We will be reading plays by Shakespeare, watching films and videos based on those plays, and considering problems and issues connected with the plays, the films, and the plays-as-films. We shall be looking at early as well as recent Shakespeare films (in English and in other languages) and at films that stick close to conventional conceptualizations of “Shakespeare” as well as films which move towards erasing Shakespeare. Transposing different forms of Shakespearean textualities (printed, theatrical) to cinema/video produces a phenomenon whose cultural meanings—meaning as Shakespeare and meaning as film—will be the subject of our investigations. Plays of the season will include Macbeth, King Lear, Twelfth Night, The Taming of the Shrew, Henry V as well as others.  Screening lab required.
(AC/LIT) ENGLISH 470 Early American Literature / Crane
This course will survey a wide variety of literary texts from the colonial period through the early republic, including poetry by Anne Bradstreet and Edward Taylor, sermons by Jonathan Edwards, captivity and slave narratives, portions of the Federalist Papers, and early American novels.
(EC/LIT) ENGLISH 481 Women’s Literary Culture in Medieval England / Sanok

Looking at a wide range of genres, this course considers how women's roles as writers, patrons, book owners, and audiences-in fact and fiction-shaped medieval understandings of the devotional, social and political functions of literature. How did texts by and for women contribute to, and challenge, ideas of authority, theories and practices of interpretation, and the emerging idea of an English literary tradition? We will think especially about how and to what extent medieval textual traditions make gender an important category of literary production and reception. At the same time, we will be interested in how women's literary culture unsettles received literary histories, especially the period boundary between medieval and early modern literature. We will read beyond this boundary, focusing especially women's religious writing; the extent of our attention to early modern writers will depend on the interests of class participants. Readings will include anchoritic literature, courtly narrative and allegory, civic drama, lyrics, letters, conduct books, Biblical translation, as well as works by Marie de France, Julian of Norwich, Margery Kempe.

 (EC/LIT) ENGLISH 632: Topics in Drama: Performance Theory / Worthen
This course will take as its starting point a familiar way of thinking about a familiar kind of performance: the stage performance of scripted drama. When we talk about a dramatic performance, we typically talk about the performance of something: I saw the Royal Shakespeare Company production of Antony and Cleopatra or the Berliner Ensemble production of Arturo Ui. What do we mean by that "of"? We surely can’t mean “the text,” since there are so many different texts used, even used up, in the process of making the performance. In what sense is our understanding of performance--now, in what Michael Joyce calls, puns fully intended, "the late age of print culture"--still linked to the transmission of writing, and to what extent do language-based models of performance enable and frustrate the analysis and understanding of performance, aesthetic or otherwise? Indeed, while “dramatic theatre” notions of performance perhaps have difficulty specifying the theoretical and ideological work of writing relative to performance, “performance studies” notions of performance generally regard “text-based” performance as insidiously, even oppressively overdetermined. 
This course will attempt to chart an introduction to modern “performance theory” by charting several interrelated institutional and disciplinary trajectories: conceptions of dramatic and theatrical performance (involving some discussion of developing notions of dramatic genre, theories and practices of directing, actor training); textuality and its (mis?)representation of/in performance; performativity and its (mis?)uses; writing/performing ethnography; “performance studies” as practice, (anti)discipline, and institution. Although the specific reading/coverage of the course will depend in some part on students’ backgrounds and interests, some readings will be more or less essential: you could expect to read work by Foucault, Derrida, Brecht, Artaud, Schechner, Turner, Conquergood, Phelan, Butler, Roach, Taylor, McKenzie, McGann;; we would be likely to touch (at least) on plays by, say, Ibsen, Beckett, Smith, Parks, as a means of being sure that we do in fact have a common language of dramatic/theatrical practice, and depending on the background and interests of the students we could read much more; performances/videos/films will be used as sites for working through theoretical problems in the idiom of performance--Bill T. Jones’s still/here, Jennie Livingston’s Paris is Burning, perhaps a Shakespeare or Beckett film, some form of immersive gaming perhaps, and of course some live performance as well.

(EC/LIT) English 641 Early English Drama / Tinkle

Early English drama is arguably the least studied body of literature in the discipline. Few scholars—including specialists in drama—can quickly name a dozen plays written before Shakespeare’s first efforts. Yet the dramatic traditions stretch for centuries and involve the entire population of England at one point or another. Abbots and university students write Latin comedies that are simultaneously bawdy and philosophical; sometimes the plays anticipate performance, sometimes they only serve readers’ voyeuristic pleasure. Monastics and cathedral scholars produce fabulous liturgical dramas, retelling biblical stories and saints’ legends with occasionally vivid special effects. Late medieval towns and cities sponsor spectacular performances that retell all of Christian history, from Creation to Last Judgment. Morality plays reveal the beginnings of a professional, popular theater. Whether performed or read, drama offers unequalled perspectives on Medieval and Early Modern culture—from conventional ways of interpreting Scripture, to unconventional representations of gender. This course traverses both Catholic and Protestant modes of thought and representation, examining the various genres of early drama both within and against their cultural contexts. (Latin texts will appear in translation.)
(EC/LIT/HA) ENGLISH 642 / HISTORY 698 Religion and Empire: The Early Modern Atlantic / Juster, Gregorson. See MEMS PROSEMINAR 
ENGLISH 651 “True Histories” and the Atlantic World, 1625-1800 / Parrish

While it is now accepted that Columbus’ landfall in the Western Hemisphere did not remake European epistemologies in one dramatic stroke, it remains a working hypothesis that the experiences associated with the ‘New World’—conquest, settlement, exploration, enslavement, and captivities—brought into being narratives and ‘facts’ that were in many ways historically new. What passed for truth—biblical, cartographic, scientific, magical, natural, and supernatural—and how authors witnessed and validated these truths changed in slow and intricate ways between 1500 and 1800. One of the major genres to emerge in this period in the Atlantic was the ‘True History’ (also, ‘Reportory,’ ‘Relacion,’ or ‘Narrative’). Both an outgrowth and a refutation of the Romance genre, ‘True Histories’ emerged because of a number of historical phenomena: imperial expansion and a need for accurate information about the New World, popular curiosity, increased status of the traveler eye-witness, Baconian empiricism, and a growth in a non-aristocratic reading public. Moreover, when authors began to concoct the English novel—or the Atlantic novel in English, they camouflaged their narratives as ‘True Histories.’ We will look at the development of these Atlantic narratives from 1625 to 1800, and as we do so, think about the interconnections between empire and epistemology, or, how the European conquest and settlement of the Americas created new forms of truth and means of validating that truth. We will begin with Samuel Purchas’ first English translation in 1625 of Cabeza de Vaca’s La Relacion, the narrative of his expedition’s shipwreck off of the coast of La Florida and his subsequent journey through the southwest. We will then read: the Royal Society of London’s Philosophical Transactions and excerpts of other ‘New Science’ texts (Bacon, Sprat, Wilkins); Mary Rowlandson’s A True History of the Captivity and Restoration . . ., written during King Philip’s War (c.1676); Behn’s History of Oroonoko, or the Royal Slave (1688); Robert Beverley’s History and Present State of Virginia (1705), William Byrd II’s Secret History of the Line (c.1730s), Defoe’s Adventures of Robinson Crusoe and other Robinsoniads, including The Female American; Charles Brockden Brown’s gothic upending of Enlightenment epistemology, Edgar Huntly, or Memoirs of a Sleep-Walker; and ‘True Histories’ of the Black Atlantic, including Olaudah Equiano’s and John Marrant’s conversion/captivity narratives. Scholarship on Atlantic historiography and science, the rise of the novel, the invention of ‘experience,’ and the history of the book will accompany these primary texts. You will do two brief seminar presentations on the reading and give a conference-style presentation (20 minutes) based on original research at the end of the term. We will visit the Clements Library, and do some work on the proliferation of Robinsoniads in various book formats while we are there.
(EC/LIT) FRENCH 378 Theater and Theatricality in Early Modern France / Ibbett

In this class we will read a range of plays from the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries that raise questions about gender, family and sexual relations, and social class. Alongside the plays, we'll read some texts by writers who think playacting is wrong, and we'll see how playwrights defend themselves against those accusations. We'll also think about ways to be "theatrical" that don't happen on stage, thinking about what it means to accuse someone of "theatrical" behavior. Readings include Corneille, Le Cid; Molière, Dom Juan, L'école des femmes; Racine, Andromaque, Phèdre; Marivaux, L'ile des esclaves; Beaumarchais, Le mariage de Figaro; Rousseau, Lettre à D'Alembert
(EC/LIT) FRENCH 461/651 Introduction to Medieval Literature, 12-13c / McCracken
Crusades and courtly love, King Arthur and the grail—these are some of the subjects of twelfth- and thirteenth-century literature and of this class. We will read medieval epics, romances, poetry, and short narratives. Some of these are quite beautiful, some are quite weird. Readings and discussion in modern French, though some secondary reading assignments may be in English, and we’ll study some Old French just for fun. We will also look at the ways in which some modern films understand and represent the French Middle Ages. (This class carries ULWR credit).
(EC/HS) German 821 Modern Theories of the Premodern / Puff
(EC/LIT) GT BKS 192 Great Books Honors / Cameron, Williams
We will read Plato, Symposium and Republic; Vergil, The Aeneid; selections from the Old Testament and New Testament; St. Augustine, Confessions; Dante, The Divine Comedy, Inferno, and selections from Purgatorio and Paradiso); and selections from Boccaccio. GTBOOKS 192 is open only to first-year students in the Honors Program.
(AS/LIT) GT BKS 222 Great Books of Japan / Ramirez-Christensen
Introduction in translation to books which have influenced the Japanese people through the ages.

(EC/HA) HA 102 Renaissance to Modern / Trippe

This course offers a survey of art and architecture from the Early Renaissance period to the present, in which European and American works will be examined within their historical, cultural and social contexts. The concept of the artist reappears in western culture during the Early Renaissance. However, from that point on the role of the artist, the viewer, the patron, and of art itself each undergo a series of redefinitions that shape the appearance and content of works.
(EC/HA) HA 194.001 Visual Representation of Classical Myths /Simons
Myths are one way of structuring and explaining the world. This course explores the ‘after life’ of classical mythologies by focusing on the classical revival of the Renaissance, but we also study the intersection of these traditions with contemporary representations, chiefly in film. The course aims to familiarize students with a core set of myths, ones narrated in Ovid’s Metamorphoses, and which provided a framework for picturing themes like transformation, desire and creativity. We will combine analysis of literary poetics with close attention to visual literacy. Through gender analysis, we focus on the construction of masculinity (eg Hercules) and femininity (eg Venus). The very fictionality of myth made it an apt vehicle for the figuring of creativity, here investigated through the stories of Narcissus, Prometheus and Pygmalion.
(EC/HA) HA 345 / MEMS 345 Medieval Architecture / Timmermann

This course provides an introduction to the built environment of the Middle Ages from the fall of Rome to the dawn of the Renaissance. Students will integrate the study of architecture with the study of medieval culture, exploring for example the impact of the cult of saints, princely courts and civil authority, religious reform and radicalism and rising urbanism.
(EC/HA) HA 351 The Art and Poetry of Michelangelo / Willette
The life and art of Michelangelo Buonarroti (1475-1564) offers an exciting context for intensive study of verbal and visual creativity in early modern Europe. For his contemporaries, and for many later generations, Michelangelo exemplified the ideal modern artist postulated in the art literature and cultural theory of Humanism. The seminar will examine Renaissance theories of style and invention in order to grasp the rhetorical strategies and poetic "figures" that inform both his rough-hewn sonnets and his eloquent marbles. Hence we will attend closely to certain drawings that show the artist thinking on paper, in both line sketches and fragments of verse. Other central topics include Michelangelo’s verbal and visual self-fashioning as a grouchy genius, his Neoplatonic theories of artistic inspiration, his preoccupation with the body as the primary source of visual and verbal metaphors, and the religious anxiety that accompanied his intense devotion to craft and physical beauty. We will analyze both the language and the genres of his poetry--notably the sonnet, the madrigal and the epitaph-as well as the language employed by contemporary critics of his art, such as Giorgio Vasari, Giovanni Paolo Lomazzo, Pietro Aretino, and Ludovico Dolce. Close inspection will be made of Michelangelo’s drawing techniques, as well as his use of color and his treatment of stone surfaces, in order to observe the figurative effects of his working of materials. We will study a considerable portion of his production in sculpture, painting and architecture while examining his prodigious reputation and influence, particularly in the court settings of Medici Florence and Papal Rome.
(AS/HA) HA 393 Theories of Artistic Expression in China / Powers

This course is designed to provide a critical view of the evolution of art theory in China, introducing basic terms, concepts, and artistic ideals in their original historical context. Because Chinese art theory spans some 1500 years and the primary and secondary literature is rich even in English, we will concentrate on the theory of Song times (960-1278), with some reference to theories of the 17th century. Since it was Song theory which inspired Roger Fry and other 20th-century European and American critics, we will discuss the writings of several such critics and try to understand why the art theory of China has retained its fascination for modern writers.
(AC/HA) HA 394.001 Art and Architecture in Latin America, ca 1520 to ca 1820. / 

The Spanish “discovery” of the Americas in 1492 initiated a profound engagement between the so-called Old and New Worlds into the nineteenth century. This relationship propelled European art and architecture into new terrain, yet the result was not a seamless extension of visual cultures across the Atlantic. Our coverage of the principal developments in the Caribbean, Mexico, and Peru will accordingly focus on the evolving fortunes of native and foreign traditions. Churches and cathedrals will be analyzed for their role in the propagation of the Catholic faith. The imperial enterprise, which favored European conventions, at times also introduced African and Asian dimensions to the pictorial arts. Other subjects will include the use of artistic media developed in pre-Columbian times, the emergence of local traditions such as casta painting, the formation of Creole identities, the status of the artist, and questions of patronage.

(NE/HA) HA 394.002 Arts of Byzantium and the Islamicate World, 6th–12th centuries / Babaie, Thomas

In the 6th century Byzantium, the Christian empire of New Rome, dominated the Mediterranean.  In the east, Sassanian Persia seemed to be the main threat to Byzantine political and cultural hegemony until, suddenly it seemed, late in the 7th century, the Umayyad caliphate emerged as a new force on the southern and eastern Mediterranean coasts, taking over territories that had been at the spiritual heart of Byzantium.  As they forged a new Islamicate culture, the Umayyad, and later, the Abbasid societies drew upon the multiple cultural traditions of the regions they incorporated.  In turn, Byzantines emulated the new traditions of the increasingly powerful Islamic world. This course will explore aspects of appropriation, accommodation and transculturation in the art and architecture of Byzantium and the Islamicate world during the first centuries of contact.  The focus of this course is on cultures of the Eastern Mediterranean and the Middle East. Interactions with artistic traditions of Western Europe, particularly during "the Crusades" will be considered as well.  Special attention will be paid to the intertwining of traditions in architectural transformations of sacred space, architectural accommodations for religious worship, developments of the imagery of rulership, and the roles of ornament, aniconism, icons, and iconoclasm in the arts of Byzantium and the Islamicate world.
(EC/HA) HA / WS 415 Women Artists in Early Modern Europe / Simons
This course looks at the conditions of production that enabled the emergence of European women as independent artists in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Our primary focus will be Italy, but comparative material will be drawn from the Netherlands, England, Spain and elsewhere. We examine spaces and modes of production (primarily courts, convents, and cities), and the social networks of patronage, marketing, and gift exchange within which women made and viewed art. Our investigations concentrate on areas in which women artists made notable achievements, such as still life, portraiture, and self-portraiture. The religious sphere was also a major venue for women’s cultural production in such areas as theatre, music, visual imagery, and patronage. We also consider the engagement of women in other areas of visual culture, e.g., needlework, calligraphy, anatomical wax models.
(AS/HA) HA 584 Islamic Painting: Mughal India / Babaie
From Rembrandt in the 17th century to Howard Hodgkin in the 20th, Mughal painting has inspired and enchanted artists, collectors, and scholars with its extraordinary pictorial richness and originality. This seminar seeks to understand the historical and social circumstances of the production and consumption of Mughal painting through close analysis of illustrated manuscripts, album pages, and primary source material. Students will explore the particularities of the visual idioms (Persian, Indic, European) that coalesced into this innovative representational language. Emphasis will be on artists and royal patrons, workshop and training practices, reception and aesthetic "grading," and rhetorical and ideological constructions that constituted the visual culture of Mughal India. Several recent exhibitions and seminal publications on Mughal painting enriched by retranslated or freshly translated royal memoirs, chronicles, and travel accounts make this an opportune moment to investigate the formation and trajectory of the Mughal style of painting.
(EC/HA) HA 666 17th Century Art & Visual Culture: Perspectives on Perspective / Brusati
By the seventeenth century perspective had come to encompass a wide range of pictorial practices and divergent aims, yet modern concepts and metaphors of perspective that have shaped both the history and practice of art in our time draw on fairly reductive models of what perspective is. The seminar explores this disjunction between the practice and ideas of perspective, and what its implications are for our use of perspective as a category of analysis. We will be discussing key texts on perspective from the early modern and modern periods, including those by Panofsky, Damisch, Ivins, and Elkins, in order to understand how perspective has become identified with particular ways of seeing, concepts of space and historical distance, the ‘Western’ scientific gaze, and modern subjectivity itself. Alongside our assessment of these texts we will be examining ways that perspective is deployed in painting, anamorphic art, maps, prints, trompe l’oeil pieces, optical devices, and Japanese folding screens and hand-scrolls. Our aim will be to discover what aspects of pictorial practice have been illuminated, marginalized, and/or eclipsed in the discourse of perspective, and to rethink both the parameters of the category and its use in the analysis of pictures and visuality. Class discussions will focus on early modern European case studies, but participants may choose paper topics from their own areas of interest and research. The seminar will be interdisciplinary in approach and students from all disciplines are welcome.
(NE/HA) HA 822 Arts of the Persian Empire / 
(AC/HS) HISTORY 160 US to 1865 / Hancock
This lecture/discussion course will examine central issues and events in the history of the territories that became the United States, and the peoples who lived there, from the late 16th to the middle of the 19th centuries. Among the topics that will be considered are: the territorial expansions of Europeans into the Americas; the creation of Anglo-American colonies; the social, political, and cultural orders of British North America; the creation of an independent American republic in the Revolution; and the destruction of that first republic in the War Between the States.
(NE/EC/HS) HISTORY 196.003 Leo Africanus / Poteet
In 1510, at the age of seventeen, al-Hassan ibn Muhammad al-Wazzani set off from Fez in Morocco across the Sahara for Timbuktu. Before he was twenty-five, this young man had traveled the length and breadth of the Maghrib, Sahara, and Sudan, arriving in Egypt soon after Mamluk ascendancy. He was, as the occasion called for, scholar, lawyer, merchant, diplomat, and troubadour. In 1518 he was captured at sea and brought to Pope Leo X, son of Lorenzo the Magnificent, a Medici. The pope was so impressed by the young man’s learning that he freed him, renamed him after himself (hence, Leo Africanus), and baptized him. Leo died, probably in Tunis and probably a Muslim, in1552. For the seminar we will read extensive sections of John Pory’s translation of Leo Africanus’ Description of Africa, presented to Sir Robert Cecil, of the court of Queen Elizabeth I of England, selections from other primary sources (Arabic and European, in translation), secondary studies relevant to sixteenth-century African and Mediterranean history, and Amin Maalouf’s novel Leo Africanus. The seminar will take its shape in significant part from students’ interests, whether in: Sudanic peoples and cultures; Saharan trade; Arab-African relations; the urban centers of Fez, Timbuktu, and Mamluk Cairo; Medici Italy as Leo encountered it; or Elizabeth I’s stakes in “the land of the Moors.” The emphasis will be on a deeper historical understanding of the life of Leo Africanus and the fluid age in which that life was passed.

(EC/HS) HISTORY 197.001 FYS: England in the age of Hogart / MacDonald

William Hogarth was the greatest English artist and interpreter of the social scene in the eighteenth century. He satirized all aspects of life, high and low, and left us a vivid set of images of his times. Taking as a starting point Hogarth’s complex, teeming images we shall examine the rich and teeming history of England in an age of great exuberance, achievement and change. Like Hogarth, we shall be interested in the stark contrasts between rich and poor, modern courtship and prostitution, drunkenness and (relative) sobriety, war and peace and notions of beauty and ugliness. 

(EC/HS) HISTORY 197.002 FYS: Russian Witchcraft In Comparative Perspective / Kivelson
Many of the assumptions that we make about witches and witchcraft do not hold true in the Russian case. Unlike the western European cases, where witches were overwhelming imagined as female, in Russia, the vast majority of the accused were male. In the west, Satan and a satanic pact defined the essential nature of witchcraft, but in Russia the devil made little appearance in witchcraft cases. How can we explain these differences? What do the differences and similarities tell us about Russia and about witchcraft? We will analyze fairy tales, folk practices, miracle tales, contemporary descriptions and trials, and we will read several recent studies that offer thought-provoking analytical frameworks. A new component of the course will be a unit on the understandings, justifications, and results of judicial torture in witch trials in Russia and the west, a subject with startling relevance in the world of today. The course is conceived as a collective effort to puzzle out some of the fundamental problems and methods of comparative history. Students will have a chance to do original research and analysis. The course requires no background in Russian history and is open to all interested first-year students.
(EC/HS) HISTORY 211 Later Middle Ages, 1100-1500 / Squatriti
The high (1000-1300) and late (1300-1500) Middle Ages were periods of intense political and intellectual activity. For some, the periods are marked by intense material growth, including the building of cathedrals and castles as well as the accumulation of wealth by rising European monarchs. For others, the periods are characterized by vibrant intellectual activity, featuring the rise of universities, the development of scholasticism, and struggles between heresy and orthodoxy. Still others view the periods as ones dominated by struggle and discord, whether from the violence of the crusades, the pains of state-formation, or the ravages of diseases. This course will survey a myriad of important events and personalities in an attempt to understand this exciting period of Western civilization.
(EC/HS) HISTORY 212 The Renaissance / Hughes

This course will explore the social and cultural history of Europe from about 1350 to 1550, a period of momentous change: scientific experiment placed the sun rather than the earth at the center of the universe; the state emerged as a political entity; exploration made Europeans aware of sub-Saharan Africa and the Americas; scholarship recovered the lost texts and ideas of the ancient Greek and Roman worlds; art, medicine, and philosophy renewed an interest in the physical and psychological nature of man; and the printing press made these changes available to a much wider public. We will explore the substance and consequence of such changes, including some negative ones, such as the expulsion of Muslim and Jews from Spain, censorship, and colonial exploitation. Many readings will be taken from documents of the period.
(AC/HS) HISTORY 230 The Chinese Renaissance / de Pee

Concentrates on eleventh-century China, with parallels to fourteenth-century Italy.
(NE/HS) HISTORY 278 Introduction to Turkish Civilization / Hagen

This lecture-and-discussion course will teach the basic features of Turkish civilizations from the earliest time in the 6th century to the 20th century, from the viewpoint of cultural history. We will discuss the issue of bonds between the Turkish peoples on both the linguistic and on the cultural level. Besides an overview of the history of Turkish Empires with a special focus on the Ottoman Empire, emphasis will be placed on common cultural elements. These include tribal origins and tribal life, myths of origins as preserved in the epic literature, religious developments from "shamanism" to monotheistic religions, as well as aspects of material culture and arts.

(EC/HS) HISTORY 301 Discover of the Universe / Lindner

How did we get here? What's going on? Where are we going with this? These questions define the physical sciences, and this course examines the history of the ways and means, human, observational, experimental, and theoretical, that astronomers and physicists have used to answer them. The course begins with what has been called the 'Scientific Revolution,' with Galileo and the Inquisition, but quite rapidly we come to the nineteenth century, and the heart of the course is on the development of our study of the universe, its origin, structure, and future, during the last few generations. Among topics we shall consider are the financing of science, the politics and security implications of modern research, history of computers, the roles of women, the geographical and cultural spread of research, popularization and demonization of science, pseudo-science, and the various contexts of science, in addition to the development of research and thought. So this is a history, and not a science, course, although many of the readings will come from scientists themselves, and our discussions will be centered on the human history rather than on the science itself.

 (AS/HS) HISTORY 352 Imperial China / Chang

This is a systematic analysis of state, society, people, and ideas in Imperial China from 221 B.C. to the end of the 18th century. Each dynasty or period is examined by its characteristic development and unique features.
(EC/HS) HISTORY 432 Medieval & Early Modern Russia / Kivelson

Since medieval times, Europeans have brought back tales of exoticism and barbarism from Russia to their homelands, but few have taken the time to understand the nature of Russian society and culture. This course attempts to examine early Russian society in its own terms, while also studying the historiographic tradition and the issues at stake for the various historians of the field. The course spans the history of Russia from the ninth century, when written records begin, to Peter the Great at the beginning of the eighteenth century. Topics include the formation of the Russian state, the conversion to Orthodox Christianity, the invasion of the Mongol horde, the reign of Ivan the Terrible, and the transformation of Muscovy in the seventeenth century. Early Russian history poses particular intellectual challenges. The history of this period is not only completely unfamiliar to most people today, but is also complicated by the unreliability of the source record. Imagine trying to make sense of American history if the authenticity of the Constitution were uncertain and scholars were divided about whether or not the Civil War actually took place. This is the degree of uncertainty that plagues the history of early Russia and makes its study exceptionally exciting and interesting. Each student has the opportunity to contribute original insights and to participate in clarifying the opaque record by filling in some of the blanks. This course allows students to experience the joys of original interpretation and research in a field where the answers are still unknown.

(AS/HS) HISTORY 450 Japan to 1700 / Tonomura

The course aims to provide an understanding of various aspects of Japanese history from prehistoric times through the last phase of the age of the samurai. It seeks to illuminate the interconnected patterns of transformation that paved the way to Japan's modern age while exploring such key topics as aristocrats and warriors, emperors and outcasts, bureaucracy and feudalism, sexuality and religion, peasants and pirates, Mongol invasions and Buddha's power,and literacy and rebellions. The course introduces primary historical sources in addition to journal articles and books that represent historians' interpretations.
(AC/HS) HISTORY 455 India 320-1526 / Trautmann
This course explores the character of Indian civilization at the moment of its full flowing—its classical age—whose fine arts, courtly life, religion and states were models for ages to come. It was a moment of India's greatest influence, thanks to the spread of its religions, arts, and sciences throughout Asia. Beginning with the Gupta Empire in 320 AD, we will examine the political and social institutions, religions, arts and material life of ancient India. We will go on to analyze the Turkish conquest of north India and the establishment of the Sultanate of Delhi. We will study the domestication of Islam in India, and patterns of Indian interactions with Islam.
(AC/HS) HISTORY 456 / ALC 480.010 Mughal India / Mir

This course examines the political, social, cultural, and religious history of India during the period of the Mughal Empire (1526-1858). The course has no prerequisites.

(EC/HS) HISTORY 481 Environment and the History of Medieval Europe / Squatriti

This course examines how ecology and economy were intertwined in medieval Europe. It seeks to measure the extent to which medieval Europeans were able to modify their natural environments, the extent to which these physical environments shaped medieval people's existence, and how culture mediated the dialectical relationship between people and their natural contexts. In the process of evaluating the nature-culture relationship, the course will also survey fundamental moments in medieval European history, like the transformation of the late Roman empire, the feudal mutation around 1000, the quickened economics of the high Middle Ages, and such catastrophes of the 14th century as the Black Death.
(NE/HS) HISTORY 536 The Rise of Islam / Bonner

This course provides an intensive introduction to the history of the rise of Islam. The period covered is roughly 500-950 CE.

It covers: the Near Eastern and Mediterranean world in late antiquity; Arabia before Islam; the life of Muhammad and the earliest Muslim community; the early Islamic conquests in the Near East, Central Asia, North Africa, and Spain; the Caliphate as a political structure; the emerging systems of Islamic theology and law; and the astonishingly rapid growth and flourishing of a new, Islamic civilization throughout much of the Old World. 

Major themes include: contact and conflict between urban and nomadic populations; political and sectarian divisions; relations among the various religions and peoples; travel and commerce; new forms in literature, architecture and other areas. Much of the reading consists of original sources translated from the Arabic. The great world history of al-Tabari (839-923) provides a constant point of reference, as look back at these events from al-Tabari’s perspective.

(NE/HS) HISTORY 541 Shi’ism History / Babayan

The course surveys the history of diverse Alid movements from the assassination of Ali (d.661) to the crystallization of Shi'ism into distinct political, legal and theological schools (Twelver, Isma'ili, Zaydi), and ends with the establishment of Twelver Shi'ism as an imperial religion in Safavi Iran (1501-1722). Emphasis on the debate over authority in Islam.

(AC/HS) HISTORY 592 Gender in Premodern Japan / Tonomura

The dramatic transformation in gender relations is a key feature of Japan’s premodern history. In this course, we will examine how men and women in premodern Japanese society have constructed norms of male and female behavior in different historical periods, how gender differences were institutionalized in social structures and practices, how these norms and institutions changed over time, and how people’s actual lives departed from the recognized norms. We will sharpen our analyses of men as gendered subjects while seeking to bring the “missing” women into view. Throughout the course, the feminist and other theoretical works will help us to interpret the textual and visual sources. Our goal is to understand the relationship between the changing structure of dominant institutions and the gendered experiences of women and men from different classes from approximately the seventh through the eighteenth centuries. This is not a lecture course, and our learning process depends on students’ active participation in reading, interpreting and discussing the material. Some background in the fields of premodern Japanese history, literature, or art history would be helpful, though not required.
(EC/HS) HISTORY 638 Medieval History: Between Worlds/ Hughes
(EC/HS) HISTORY 698 / English 642 Religion and Empire: The Early Modern Atlantic / Juster, Gregorson. See MEMS PROSEMINAR
(NE/HS) HISTORY 711 Seminar in Ottoman History / Lindner
(AC/HS) HISTORY 715 Seminar in Early Modern Europe / Sheehan
(NE/LIT) HJCS 270 Rabbinic Literature / Eliav

In this course, we will explore the history and substance of rabbinic writing on three levels. First, we will talk about the rabbinic literary enterprise within the broad cultural, historical and religious context of the Roman and Byzantine eras. Second, we will examine the many genres of rabbinic literature and literature and consider the sages — the elite group of Jewish intellectuals who created this corpus. Finally, we will trace the way in which subsequent generations have gradually shaped these texts to their current format and endowed them with their exalted status. The course will combine lectures and reading sessions of rabbinic texts (all material will be provided in English translation).
(NE/LIT) HJCS 470/570 Reading the Rabbis / Eliav

This course is designed as a graduate level introduction to rabbinic literature, a multifaceted corpus produced by Jewish scholars (known in English as Rabbis) from the 1st to the 7th century CE. It provides the necessary information for contextualizing the rabbinic project historical, social, cultural, and religious backgrounds as well as mapping of the various genres represented in this literature. In addition it offers a first hand encounter with the texts in their original language as well as introduction to the most important scholarly trends in the field. As such, the course is geared toward advanced students of Judaism who wish to gain basic knowledge of the rabbis and their literary endeavor as well as those interested in any aspect of Greco-Roman or Byzantine civilization and wish to work with rabbinic material. Students will attend all meetings of Intro. to Rabbinic Literature (HJCS 270; Judaic 270). In addition, the seminar will meet for another 2 hour session per week, during which we will engage in an in-depth study of rabbinic sugyot in the original language and discuss modern scholarship and theory on rabbinic literature. Second year proficiency in Hebrew is required as well as an introductory level course in Aramaic.
(EC/LIT) ITALIAN 333 Dante’s Divine Comedy / Cornish
This course is dedicated to a guided reading of the Divine Comedy in its entirety. Lectures and discussion are in English. The text will be provided in facing-page translation for the benefit of those who know some Italian and those who do not. Students will learn about the historical, philosophical, literary context of the poem as well as how to understand its relevance in modern terms.
(EC/LIT) ITALIAN 450 Poetry and Its Public: From Dante to Ariosto / Cornish
Italian poetry from its origins just before and including Dante’s lyrics (not the Divine Comedy) through Petrarch’s Canzoniere that influenced all of subsequent Western poetry to Ariosto’s Renaissance masterpiece, the Orlando Furioso. Students will learn to read and understand poetry with ease, with great benefit to their general competence in the Italian language. Special emphasis will be placed on reception and transmission of these works, and students will do research on specific manuscript and printed witnesses. Because of its length and marvellous abundance, Ariosto’s Orlando furioso will be read over the course of the entire semester, at the rate of about 4 cantos per week, in preparation for its discussion in the culminating weeks.
(EC/LAN) LATIN 233 Latin of the Church Fathers/ Markus
The purpose of this course is to read ca 1500 lines in selections from Jerome, Ambrose, and Augustine. A few weeks of the course will be devoted to reading passages from Vergil's Aeneid which influenced Augustine. While solidifying students' control over the essentials of Classical Latin grammar, the course will highlight the differences between Classical Latin and the language of the post-Nicene Church Fathers. It will also prepare students to handle Early Christian texts with confidence and appreciation for language, style, and rhetorical technique.
(LANG/HS) LINGUISTICS 317 Language and History / Baxter
All languages change over time and evolve in a historical context. The structures, vocabulary and geographic distribution of individual languages can often provide evidence about the history and the structure of the societies in which earlier speakers of these languages lived. This course will introduce students to the basic methods and concepts of historical linguistics and will discuss, by means of specific case studies, how language can aid in historical reconstruction of the (often distant) past. Enrollment in this course requires prior completion of LING 210 or 211 or an equivalent introduction to linguistics. Students who have not met this requirement must have the permission of the instructor to take the course.

(EC/HS) MEMS / HISTORY 211 Later Middle Ages / Squatriti (See HISTORY)

(EC/HS) MEMS / HISTORY 212 Renaissance Europe / Hughes (See HISTORY)

(EC/LIT) MEMS / ITALIAN 333 Dante’s Divine Comedy / Cornish (see ITALIAN)

(EC/HA) MEMS / HA 345 Medieval Architecture / Timmermann
(EC/LIT) MEMS367 / ENGLISH 367 Shakespeare Plays / Worthen (see ENGLISH)
(EC/LIT) MEMS 368 / ENGLISH 368 Shakespeare & His Contemporaries / Mullaney
(EC/LIT) MEMS / ENGLISH 465 Chaucer / Sanok (see ENGLISH)
(EC/AC/HS/LIT) MEMS PROSEMINAR /HISTORY 698 / ENGLISH 642 Religion and Empire: The Early Modern Atlantic / Juster, Gregorson

Religious passions and conflicts drove much of the expansionist energy of post-Reformation Europe and provided both a rationale and a practical mode of organizing the dispersal and resettlement of hundreds of thousands of people from Europe to the Americas. During the formative period of European exploration, settlement, and conquest of the Americas, from roughly 1500 to 1700, Europe’s Christians, confronting the new and unfamiliar, were forced to explain and defend the old, often in novel and startling ways. This course will look at the dynamic expansion, fragmentation, and dispersal of religious communities and ideas in the 16th and 17th centuries through four interrelated categories: translation (the process of rendering familiar beliefs and texts in a new idiom); dissent (the challenge of defining and maintaining boundaries between the authorized and the unauthorized); diaspora (the experience of exile and estrangement); and transplantation (the rooting of the sacred in alien environments). All of these themes highlight the tremendous instability that the wars of the Reformation and imperial expansion introduced into organized religious life in the 16th and 17th centuries, on both sides of the Atlantic, and the creative adaptations of belief, practice, and community life that followed in the wake of these seismic events. Our texts will include major literary and historical documents of the period as well as important scholarly interventions. We are eager to convene this course as an intensive interdisciplinary conversation and we welcome students from American Culture, Comparative Literature, Anthropology, Sociology, Romance Languages, Art History, and other related disciplines, as well as those from our home departments of History and English. This course is sponsored by the Atlantic Studies Initiative and fulfills the proseminar requirement for the certificate in Medieval and Early Modern Studies. Our semester’s work will also lay the groundwork for an international conference on the same subject, to take place at the University of Michigan on October 5-6, 2007; students will be encouraged play active roles in planning and administering that conference.

(EC) MUSICOLOGY 639 Medieval Music / Borders

Seminar course.

(EC/LIT) PHILOSOPHY 389 History of 17th and 18th Century / Loeb
This survey examines the development of modern philosophy in Europe during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, a critical formative period in modern Western philosophy. Considerable attention is devoted to each of Descartes, Locke, Berkeley, Hume, and Kant. The focus is on epistemological and metaphysical issues; the figures' moral and political philosophies are not discussed. The course is planned with the needs of philosophy concentrators and academic minors in mind; however, the sole prerequisite is one introductory philosophy course. Topics to be covered include: skepticism about the existence of the material world, theories of perception and of the nature of material objects, the problem of induction, the nature and limits of a priori knowledge, innate knowledge, empiricist theories of meaning, analytic and synthetic truth, necessary and contingent truth, God, substance, causation, free will and determinism (time permitting), the self, the relationship between mind and body, and personal identity. 

(EC/LIT) PHILOSOPHY 571 History of Philosophy: Spinoza / Curley

In The Radical Enlightenment (2001) Jonathan Israel wrote that “the question of Spinozism is… indispensable to any proper understanding of Early Enlightenment thought.” This course will focus on two works by Spinoza – the Theological-Political Treatise (1670) and the Political Treatise (1677) – which had an especially strong influence on the Enlightenment critique of traditional views in religion and politics. We’ll also be reading some of Spinoza’s correspondence dealing with the Theological-Political Treatise. (The Political Treatise was not published until after Spinoza’s death, so there was no opportunity for him to respond to criticism of it.) This seminar is intended primarily for graduate students, but undergraduates with suitable background can take it with my permission. We’ll read Spinoza in my current draft translations of these works, which are forthcoming in Vol. II of my Collected Works of Spinoza (Vol. I of which appeared in 1985, from Princeton University Press). These will be made available via the CTools website for students to download or print out, as will various articles I’ve written on these works, which I expect to bring out in a collection of essays on them, to be published as a companion to Vol. II of the Collected Works. I’ll also be organizing a collateral reading group for students who’d like get some experience reading Spinoza in the original Latin. For a more detailed syllabus, visit my website (http://www.sitemaker.umich.edu/emcurley/courses) after 11/1/06.

(NE) RELIGION 465 Islamic Mysticism / Knysh
Beginning with the Qur'anic origins of Islamic mysticism and its early christian and ascetic influences, this course will explore the central teachings and institutional forms of Sufism, a stream of Islam which stresses the esoteric (mystical) dimensions of religious faith. It will reflect upon the inward quest and devotions of Muslim mystics (Sufis) as these have been lived and expressed in art, theology, literature, and fellowship since the 8th century CE up to the present. Concepts of the self, divine love, self-perfection, the mystical path with its states and stages, and mystical knowledge will be introduced through a study of key philosophical and didactical treatises of Sufism as well as specimens from its rich tradition of ecstatic mystical poetry.
(EC/LIT) SCANDINAVIAN 442 Icelandic Saga /
About a dozen sagas, read in English translation: "family" sagas, those dealing with famous poets, the Norse discovery of America.
(EC/LIT) Spanish 381- Survey of Latin American Literature I Textos coloniales latinoamericanos: actualidad y problemática / Del Valle
This review of Colonial Latin American Literature (16th to 18th centuries) moves among several organizing points of analysis. We will use texts to explore the divergent consequences the “encounter” had for the indigenous cultures and for the Western conceptual universe. In this respect, we will highlight the importance of the colonial world in the future development of Western ways of knowing. We will also look at the colonial period as an era of profound tensions which produced new subjects (neither European nor Indian) and transformed “old ones” (new ways of being Indian, for example), whose texts are in constant struggle with each other and with their cultural and economic environment. Finally, we’ll keep in mind the period’s legacy for Latin American countries as seen in the social and economic inequalities institutionalized at all levels of society.

(EC/LIT) SPANISH 470 First Images of America: The Early Chroniclers / Verdesio

The objective of this course is to study some of the stages of the long process best defined as the intellectual (and/or ideological) creation of America by the European subject. The course will focus on the culture specific ways in which European subjects confronted the new as well as on the ways they produced knowledge about the unknown. In order to do so, we will read the first text written by a European explorer, the Diary of Columbus (a paradigmatic narrative that served as a model for other texts), where the author gives an account of the new lands and their inhabitants. Next, we will read E. O'Gorman, who advances a theory about America as an entity or concept created by the European imagination (with the help of Columbus's Diary as a point of departure). After O'Gorman, we will study the Letters of Cortés, the first Conquistador to give a description of an indigenous society organized around a state. Another text to be analyzed is Pigafetta's account of Magellan's voyage of circumnavegation. The last author to be studied, Thomas Harriot, gives us an early description of the territory and inhabitants of North America. Patricia Seed’s American Pentimento analyzes the different ways in which different European nations appropriated indigenous land and how our views of the Amerindians are still informed by those exploitative practices of yesteryear.

(EC/AC/LIT) SPANISH 472 Indigenous Peoples of the Americas in the Western Imaginary / Verdesio

This course will focus on Ancient civilizations in the Americas and how we perceive them today. One of its purposes is to give students an idea of the vast variety of indigenous cultures in pre-Columbian times, how much we know about some of them but, most of all, how much we ignore.

Special attention will be paid to their subsistence patterns and social organizational principles. Another goal of this course is to analyze the ways in which we, from a Western vantage point, portray indigenous cultures. The book compiled by Nina Jablonski, The First Americans, gives us an overview of how we think the Americas were colonized by human beings.

We will read Steve Stern's book on a region of the former Inca Empire, Huamanga, in order to learn about the relationship between the Inca rulers and their subjects. The book also deals with the different ways in which indigenous peoples from the Andes adapted to the changes provoked by European colonization. Michael D. Coe gives us the chance to focus on how Western civilization viewed and construed Maya culture, with special emphasis on the Ancient civilization’s writing system A book compiled by Pauketat and Emerson will contain information about the cultures that populated the Valleys of the Rivers Ohio and Mississippi in prehistoric times. In order to see how nineteenth- and twentieth-century writers view indigenous cultures, we will read a couple of novels: The Last of the Mohicans, by J. Fenimore Cooper, and Cricket Sings, by Kathleen King. We are also going to watch a few movies that represent indigenous subjects and cultures, such as Hollywood Westerns and a couple of ethnographic films, as well as fragments from Pocahontas, 1492, and others. At the end of the course we will pass the mike to the indigenous subjects themselves and will try to listen to what they have to say. The two books that will close the course are Nuestra arma es nuestra palabra, by Subcomandante Marcos (about the Chiapas, Mexico, insurgent indigenous movement) and Custer Died for Your Sins. An Indian Manifesto, by Vine Deloria Jr.

