AUTOVOKABELN

die Gaspedale; Gas geben*
gas pedal; to accelerate, hit the gas pedal

der Rückspiegel, -
rear-view mirror

der Bedienknopf, ¨-e
control button [rarely used word.  “einen Knopf drücken” is common]

per Knopfdruck [M]
at the push of a button

das Heck; die Heckscheibe, -n
rear of the car [or of a ship]; rear window [only for cars]

die Windschutzscheibe, -n
windshield

die Klimaanlage
airconditioning

der Blinker, -
indicator

die Bodenwanne, -n
the “bottom” of the car [the part that rusts away too fast in VW bugs]

die Achse, -n
axle

die Ausgleichswelle, -n
overhead cam shafts [I think--not in my dictionary :(]

die Antriebs-/Kurbel-/Kardanwelle, -n
drive/cam/transmission shaft

die Übersetzung
gear ratio

der Kolben, -
piston

der Antrieb
refers to how the car is powered [engine, transmission etc.]

die Leistung [in Pferdestärken (PS)]
engine performance [in horsepower] [this word also means “achievement”]

der VW Käfer
VW “bug” [Herbie...]

die Ente, -n
duck [nickname for a funny-shaped French car students used to drive]

der (dicke) Brummi
onomatopoetic nickname for big-rig trucks

der Trabi
nickname of the “Trabant”: car that was made in the DDR

es hapert mit/an/bei
there are problems with (somewhat informal)

der Mangel, ¨-
deficiency, flaw

klappern
to rattle
das Fahrzeug, -e
vehicle

das Modell, -e
model

die Marke, -n
brand, make

der Hersteller, -
manufacturer

der Marktanteil, -e
market share

die Konkurrenz
competition

die Karosserie, -n
body of the car

der Zylinder, -
cylinder

die Kupplung
clutch

das Getriebe
transmission

der Auspuff
muffler

die Geschwindigkeit
speed, velocity

die Beschleunigung; beschleunigen
acceleration; to accelerate

die Bremse, -n; bremsen
brakes

der Kofferraum
trunk

der (Sicherheits)gurt, -e
seat belt

sich an•schnallen
to fasten one’s seat belt

die Fensterwischer [Pl.]
windshield wipers

die Servolenkung
power steering

zuverlässig, verläßlich
reliable [the first is used more for things, and the second for people]

der Benzinverbrauch
gas mileage

